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Marx’s Thoughts on Civilizational Evolution

and Creating a New Form of Human Civilization
Li Shumei

Abstract: Before Marx, intellectuals discussed capitalist civilized society from three perspectives: 1) to demon-
strate the eternal rationality of capitalist civilization; 2) to advocate returning to the primitive state of human simple
needs; and 3) to put forward the utopian vision beyond capitalist civilized society. Starting from human material produc-
tive labor, Marx proposed the thought of the development and evolution of human civilization. He held that capital has a
dual character: capital breaks human attachment to a narrow community, but people are also attached to materialized so-
cial relations; capital stimulates the development of productive forces for profit, but is unable to control it; capital ex-
tracts surplus value by shortening necessary labor hours of workers, thus providing additional free time for society; capi-
tal promotes a world history by means of colonial aggression and plunder. Under the rule of capital, the relationship be-
tween man and nature, and the relationships among human social life, politics and culture are distorted. The internal con-
tradictions of capital leads to its disintegration and is replaced by the advanced civilization of socialism. At present,
while Socialism with Chinese Characteristics has entered a new era, we should carry forward the construction of materi-
al, political, spiritual, social and ecological civilizations under the leadership of the Party, achieving their mutual promo-
tion and harmonious development, thus creating a new form of human civilization.

Keywords: Civilization; Capital; Socialism; New Form of Human Civilization
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