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ABSTRACTS OF MAIN ESSAYS

The Global Changes and the Reconstruction of Human Civilization
Chen Shuguang

The age of exploration leads to transformative changes in the world and brings about an era of
globalization. World history and human civilization come into being. The western introduced world history and
made the West be the cradle of human civilization. Marxism criticizes the injustice that human civilization only
defined by the West, but commends its positive effect in historical progress. The rise of socialist countries in
the world makes it possible to reconstruct human civilization. However, owing to the West have an absolute
advantage in the world, the reconstruction of human civilization is difficult in practice. The world is
undergoing unprecedented changes within a century, so it is the only choice for the world to evolve human
civilization to suit for the great changes. In essence, the key to reconstructing human civilization lies in turning
its focus from the west to the whole world, and turning injustice into justice. Looking for certainty in an
uncertain world, China expects to build a community with a shared future for mankind. It is a possible new
type of civilization, and it is the basic requirement of rebuilding development rationality, governance
rationality, communication rationality and security rationality in today’s world. The new will eventually surpass

the old, and it will eventually become the dominant force and shape the world history in a rational way.

Marx’s Criticism on Cynicism
Liu Senlin

The damage caused by modern cynicism to enlightenment order and value ideal, and the fact that its
definition has not changed basically since the 19th century, contribute to the significance of Marx’s critical
analysis on cynicism. The way Marx interprets cynicism connotes both classical traditions and modern
philosophy. It bridges the two forms through the changes from candor to hypocrisy, from the advocacy of
penetrating to the infallible truth to negating all of them, from the self-realization of noble virtues to the
instrumentalization of rationality, from being world-weary to being cynical and sycophantic, from disparaging
the pleasure of amusement and pursuing the nobility of spirit to employing an oversimplified standard of
reification to level off all things, from the undemanding contentment of natural desires to the justification of
mundane wills by defending them as reasonable and decent, and from the unification to the isolation between
knowledge and action. Such changes suggest that modern cynicism was badly affected by nihilism. What the
Cynics in present age fails to see is the paradox: they are trying to keep themselves away from the downfall of
nihilism by turning to reification, but it leads a further step to nihilism. Modern cynicism is the deformed,
diseased and alienated production of the Enlightenment. Hence, intellectuals today must solve these problems

for a better development.





