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State Audit under the CPC Leadership:

A Century of Development and Inspirations
WANG Dehua HOU Sijie ZHANG Binbin
( Chinese Academy of Social Sciences 100006)
Abstract: Since the founding of the Communist Party of China ( CPC) audit has played an important
supervisory role in the Party building and state governance for the people. In the early days of the CPC the
Party conducted audits mainly to strengthen the compliance with financial disciplines within the Party and then
the audit scope was gradually expanded and the audit system improved effectively supporting the founding of
the People’s Republic of China and the socialist audit system with precious institutional legacy. The auditing
bodies were dissolved shortly after the founding of the People’s Republic of China. Then in 1982  “audit
organs” were written into the Constitution and in 1994 the Audit Law was put into effect marking the birth and
development of the socialist audit system with Chinese characteristics. Since the 18th National Congress of the
CPC the audit administration system has undergone profound changes: the Central Audit Committee was set
up the audit is now “all-encompassing” in scope and the socialist audit model with Chinese characteristics
under the CPC leadership and suitable for the new era has been established. Reviewing the 100-year
development of state audit under the CPC leadership we can draw the following inspirations: audit-based
supervision is indispensable for accomplishing the missions of the Party and the state and the fundamental
responsibility of state audit is to serve the missions of the Party and the state; the CPC leadership guides the
way forward for the improvement in the audit system and strengthens its authority and independence; the audit
system with Chinese characteristics must seek innovation while carrying forward the fine tradition and upgrade
the administrative system and expand the coverage scope according to the national conditions.
Keywords: State Audit CPC Leadership Audit Administration System Audit Function
JEL: M42
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