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The Development of Digital Trade from the Perspective of Global Value

Chain: Strategic Positioning and China’s Path
XU Jin-hai XIA Jie—chang

Abstract: As a new form of trade, the development of digital trade not only has a profound impact
on the international trade pattern, but also has become an important driving force to promote the
reconstruction of global value chain. In the new era of globalization dominated by digital trade, the
development of digital trade promotes digital products to be embedded in the global value chain, changes
the global value creation mode and income distribution, and forms a new value chain. As a result, global
value chain is transforming and reconstructing. In order to further consolidate and strengthen the leading
power of global value chain in the era of digital trade, the developed economies represented by the
United States, European Union and Japan have taken many measures to enhance the strategic positioning
of digital trade. Therefore, in order to promote China to move towards the middle and high end of the global
value chain in the future, we should seize the opportunity of the development of digital trade, enhance the
strategic positioning of the development of digital trade, strengthen the basic theoretical research of the
global value chain of digital trade, structure a digital trade regional value chain with China as the main
part, improve the institutional environment for the development of digital trade, build a policy system to
support the development of digital trade, and speed up the cultivation of digital talents.

Key words: global value chain; digital trade; digital economy
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