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Evaluation ofthe Impact ofInternet Development on Bilateral Tourism Trade
XIA Jie—chang WANG Qian—qian

Abstract: Based on the data of bilateral tourism trade volume between 33 source countries (regions)
and 86 destination countries (regions), this paper introduces the number of bilateral websites as the proxy
variable of the internet to empirically analyze the impact of internet development on bilateral tourism trade.
The results show that the development of internet has a significant positive impact on bilateral tourism
trade volume, that is, countries and regions with higher openness to the internet are prone to inbound
tourism, countries and regions with higher degree of internet development are prone to outbound tourism;
the impact of internet development on trade in services has industry heterogeneity, and bilateral tourism
trade is more prone to inbound tourism than other services trade and international trade. Commodity trade
is more dependent on internet information. Internet development has certain economic stickiness to
promote bilateral tourism trade, which is mainly manifested in the fact that bilateral tourism trade in
developed countries and regions benefits more from internet development than that in developing countries
and regions.

Key words: internet development; bilateral hyperlink websites; bilateral tourism trade
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