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A Study on Origins and Development of Modern Taxation Thoughts

Yang Zhiyong

Abstract: The initial development of modern taxation involves a wide range of aspects. This paper mainly examines customs,
relation between rents and taxes,taxation with capital protection, deepening of taxation thoughts with the advance of economic
analytical instruments. In the earlier period of modern taxation thoughts, the character of customs and customs administration
were discussed more. Without funds, modern countries cannot operate. Land rents were the most important revenue of western
countries. With the development of private land ownership, taxes share to the whole state revenues had been increased. Two
different types of revenues —— land rents and taxes —— had different influence on the government operation, which had
been discussed by earlier taxation scholars. The relation between rents and taxes had been continually focused on. Taxation
should not damage the capital, but it is inevitable in reality. How to collect tax revenue to avoid damage to the capital as much
as possible has become the focus of tax theory. There is a close relation between taxation and economy. The development of
economic theory can promote the evolution of taxation thoughts. We can also find deep realistic background of taxation thoughts.
The origins of development of modern taxation thoughts can give some implications for China’s building modern taxation

system and China’s taxation science.

Key words: History of taxation thoughts; Taxation theory; Taxation science
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